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For I have said that it is too late now to strangle Russia and China.  England, America, Russia, and China will unquestionably be the powers that will determine the movements of history in the next half-century. According to the English, who are talking of giving India freedom after the war, there will be also the good will or hostility of another 400,000,000 people in Asia to reckon with. On the present pattern of Anglo-American domination of the war, which means definitely Anglo-American domination of the  peace, we are clearly going back to  the centuries-old European theory of balance of power.   (We may,  for purposes of the discussion,  call  the Anglo-American pattern of domination the "A-A" pattern.) The A-A pattern will devise "checks and balances" so that the A-A world and the non-A-A world wTill live in a kind of armed friendship and hostile cordiality. Different grades and formulas of "world-co-operation" or "world police force'* will be put forth and orators will speak about the new era of good will and co-operation. Since power, however, is by definition something dynamic and not static, there is no such thing as an actual "balance of power." Some powers grow and others weaken during a period; some alliances deteriorate, new ones are formed.  Then the balance is upset once more and the nations of the world are plunged once more into bloodshed until a new "balance" is devised by a new generation of peace archi-;ects using the old squares and compasses.  The balance )f power theory has kept Europe in periodic bloodshed rvery thirty or forty years for the last few centuries. The ransference of the tactics of power politics to the world is a whole can only mean the transformation of this earth nto a periodic arena. Power politics and the balance of >ower always set up a state of tension among the states, rery similar to walking on a tight rope.  This state pro-luces a condition of mutual fears and suspicions, and as